BELIEVE – THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
3.  New Life Begins With A New Heart
Scripture:
John 3:1-36
Theme:
Belief that results in eternal life can only begin with a new mind AND a new  heart.
INTRODUCTION

As you continue in your study of John’s Gospel, read it with the author’s purpose in mind:  John 20:30-31.  By sharing these stories abut Jesus and especially highlighting seven miracles as ‘signs,’ John hopes that his readers will come to a depth of belief (faith) in the truth and grace of Jesus Christ as the true Son of God (God in the flesh.)  By doing so, it will result in a new life, eternal life.
For this belief to truly take root, it will have to challenge pre-conceived ideas of what God is like and how He acts.  From our previous lesson, we saw that people tended to conform God (and Jesus) into their own pre-conceived idea.  But, when individuals seek to know Him, Jesus simply says, “Come and see.”

In chapter two we are shown, through John’s choice of the fist sign what Jesus brings to life.  In the wedding at Cana, the host ran out of wine.  This meant that the source of joy and festiveness would soon run out also.  By taking the six water jars, which were there to fulfill certain Jewish laws, Jesus changes the water into wine.  John uses this miracle to show that God’s covenant with His people was to be a sacred, joyous experience.  Being in a covenant relationship with God, like a marriage, was meant to be a festive and happy relationship.  The ‘wine’ of the Old Testament had run out.  The water of the Jewish rules and rituals needed to be changed into the true wine that only Christ can give.
John points out in chapter two the desired result.  In John 2:11 when the disciples saw the sin, or miracle of Jesus, they believed in Him.  Then twelve verse later (John 2:23) he says that “when the people saw the signs Jesus did, many believed in Him.”  But then we read (John 2:24-25) Jesus did not trust Himself to them because He knew what was in man.  To further illustrate this point, in the third chapter John draws from Jesus’ conversation with a religious leader named Nicodemus to emphasize what a belief in Jesus – which leads to life – must be.  It is not a matter of the mind alone, but a Holy Spirit activity that enables a new birth.  Coming into God’s Kingdom or presence is not a matter of living a religious, rule bound life, and it can only be received as a gift of God by His grace.

I.  Questions From a Religious Man
John 3:1-15
1. Who comes to Jesus and how does he know Jesus comes from God?      Jn.2:23-3:2
· What is significant about his coming to Jesus?

2. What do you suppose sparked Jesus to respond to Nicodemus with a statement that a person had to be ‘born again’ to enter the ‘Kingdom of God?’  Jn. 3:3, 5-7; Jn. 1:12-13; Tit. 3:5
· What problem did Jesus answer pose for Nicodemus?  Jn. 3:4
3. How do you interpret Jesus’ explanation to Nicodemus using the terms ‘water,’ ‘spirit,’ and the blowing ‘wind.’?  Jn.  3:5-8
4. In verses 10-13 Jesus moves from an emphasis on ‘spiritual birth’ to the need for belief.  Nicodemus wants to understand before he can believe, Jesus seems to be saying, “If you believe, then new birth will happen and you’ll understand.”  

· What event in Israel’s history does Jesus point to to illustrate what kind of beleiveing must take place?  Jn. 3:14-15; Num. 21:4-9
· How did Jesus compare Moses’ snake with the sin of man?  Jn. 3:14
5. What is the result of believing in the sin of man?  Jn. 3:15
II.  Explanations From the Son of God
John 3:16-21
1. What clarification does Jesus give concerning God’s activity in the world to establish His rule (Kingdom) through faith in Christ?  Jn. 3:16-18
· What do you learn here about God and about all humanity?
2. What point does Jesus make in John 3:17-18?
· What if some one states that he feels he doesn’t need to believe in Jesus?  What does he need to understand?
3. What does Jesus to as being the ‘light’ and what kind of responses to the light is he contrasting?  Jn. 3:19-21; 1:5, 9-10
· How can you tell if someone has truly ‘come to the light’?

4. What were some things that caused you to ‘come to the light’ and to believe that Jesus is the Son of God?
III.  Challenges From A Faithful Man
John 3:22-35
The judgment of which Jesus spoke has already begun in the center of the Jewish religion.  Jesus first preached in the Jewish temple itself (Jn. 2:16) then in Jerusalem, the temple city (Jn. 2:23-3:17), and then in Judea, the district in which the city was located (Jn. 3:22-24).  The light was moving farther and farther from the center of Jewish religion.

1. Read between the lines.  What do you think had happened at the river?  Jn. 3:22-26
· What do you think the ‘certain Jew’ had said?

· How might John have felt about this situation?

2.
How does John the Baptist respond?  Jn. 3:27-30
· What does John’s response tell you about John?
· What is the point of the allegory or story about the bride and the bridegroom?

3. In verses 31-35, what facts about Jesus does the Apostle John bring out?
· What do these verses reveal about the relationship between the Father and Son?
4. How does John 3:36 sum up the Apostle’s emphasis on the importance of believing in the Son?
APPLICATION
What have you learned about believing in Jesus from Nicodemus and from John the Baptist?  How are you living out John 3:21?
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